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History 
 

 
Since its inception in 1972 by Dr. Charles L. Merchant, Gulf Coast College & Seminary has made 
ministry training both accessible and affordable for hundreds of students throughout the Gulf Coast 
of Florida. The corporate charter was successfully filed on 01/06/1976.  The philosophy of 
educating stewards of the Word of God as a prerequisite for the presentation of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ remains even until today.  Dr. Larry E. Wade succeeded Dr. Merchant in 1990 as president 
and chief administrative officer. 
 
Under the leadership of Dr. Wade, the demands for liberal arts education was so great that on 
06/18/2004, Gulf Coast College was chartered to accommodate the need for diversity in education 
especially, in the area of, teacher certification. 
 
Tallahassee, Florida - June 15, 2008 - Dr. Abe Johnson, President, Smith Chapel Bible University 
and Dr. Larry Wade, President, Gulf Coast College are pleased to announce the merger of two great 
institutions.   "We expect the corporate and administrative transition to be completed by the end of 
the Spring Semester of 2008", says Dr. Johnson became the third president of this great institution 
at the May 16, 2009 graduation, in Tallahassee Florida. 
 
Ideals 
The Seminary is committed to the conservative viewpoint, standing to the primacy of the divinely 
authoritative inerrant Scripture. The Seminary is independent in status and in perspective. Our 
teaching includes defending and applying the truths of Biblical faith given in the framework of 
evangelical, pre-millennial theology. 
 
Focus 
It is our responsibility to help you achieve the goals that you desire and need to further your 
education and ministry. We here at Gulf Coast Seminary feel that God has given each of us the prior 
education and training to assure that you receive the best possible preparation to be an effective and 
affective servant of God. 
 
Benefits 
Whether you study alone, or enlist others to form a small group, you are joining thousands of other 
who have found the self-discipline and responsibility of completing a course brings worthwhile 
success. Courses may be used to complete certification requirements or just gain knowledge and 
skills to be more effective in your ministry. 
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Savings 
There are multiple savings to those who decide to attend Gulf Coast Seminary.  
 
1) You save  TIME by not having to travel back and forth to school, having to keep the schools 
schedule instead of yours, waiting while others needs are met, loss in classroom discussions and 
explanations. Instead, you study within your schedule and at your pace.  
 
2) You save MONEY in travel to and from class, elevated book prices, high tuition and fees.  
 
 
3) You save YOUR MINISTRY because you do not have to stop what you are doing to attain the 
degree you desire. 
 
 

Accreditation/Certification/Approval 
 

Accreditation/Certification/Approval is a process by which a facility's services and operations are 
examined by a third-party accrediting agency to determine if applicable standards are met.  Should 
the facility meet the accrediting agency's standards, the facility receives accredited status from the 
accrediting agency.  Gulf Coast College & Seminary, Gulf Coast College and Gulf Coast College 
School of Ministry do not admit students who qualify for Federal Financial Aid, which requires 
accreditation from a regional accrediting agency or an agency recognized by Federal Department of 
Education.  The below listing of certification agencies affirms Gulf Coast College choice to maintain 
its religions freedoms and the integrity of its Judeo-Christian heritage in offering program of study 
based on the Holy Bible (Authorized King James Version). 
 
 

• Council for Private Colleges of America (CPCA) 
 
1.  The PURPOSE of the Council of Private Colleges of America, Inc. is to promote quality faith 
based education, and provide support services for faith based educational institution to accomplish 
their individual purpose and mission. 
  
2.  To REPRESENT member faith based educational institutions before any government and/or 
educational agency. 
 
3.  To provide CERTIFICATION of member faith based educational institutions with the Council 
of Private Colleges of America, Inc. through quality peer review, onsite certification visits, verifying 
data, to CPCA and FCPC standards, which exceed the minimum standards of the state of Florida. 
 
5950 Lakehurst Drive, Suite 169 
Orlando, FL 32819 
Tel. 1-800-700-USA1 
http://cpcamerica.org/ 

http://cpcamerica.org/
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• Christian Counselor Certificate Programs (AACC) 

American Association of Christian Counselors  
P.O. Box 739 Forest, VA 24551 800.526.8673 
http://www.aacc.net/ 
 
* Florida Teacher Certification Programs (FDOE) 
Florida Department of Education 
Office of the Commissioner 
Turlington Building, Suite 1514 
325 West Gaines Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
Phone: (850) 245-0505 
http://www.fldoe.org/edcert/ 
 

Purpose 
 
 
The Gulf Coast College School of Ministry at Faith Apostolic Christian Tabernacle is an extension 
of the churchõs educational ministry.  The School of Ministry provides specialized courses in six -
week intervals on a variety of ministry subjects.  Any person 18 years of age and older is eligible to 
register for School of Ministry courses. 
 
The Purpose of the School of Ministry at Macedonia is to: 

1. Develop an approved church based school 
2. Help believers to mature in faith 
3. Offer relevant classes on the Christian lifestyle 
4. Teach the Bible with clarity 
5. Train believers for leadership 

 
Program 

 
- The School of Ministry will offer twelve week sessions 
- Classes will be held on Tuesday and Thursday from 7:00-9:00 pm 
- Children are not permitted in the classes; however childcare will be provided 
- Each class will include notes and written instructions.  A midterm and final evaluation may 

be given 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aacc.net/
http://www.fldoe.org/edcert/
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Semester Calendar 
 

TUESDAY THURSDAY 
Spring 
Jan. 12, 19 26 
Feb. 2, 9, 16 
Mar. 2, 9, 16 
Apr. 6, 13, 20 
Break 4/22 ð 5/10 

Spring 
Jan. 14, 21, 28 
Feb. 4, 11, 18 
Mar. 4, 11, 18 
Apr. 8, 15, 22 
Break 4/22 ð 5/10 

Summer 
May 11, 18, 25 
June 8, 15, 22 
July (Summer Break ð Tues. class on 27th) 
Aug. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
Break 9/3 ð 9/6 

Summer 
May 13, 20, 27 
June 10, 17, 24 
July (Summer Break ð Thur. class on 29th) 
Aug. 5, 12, 19, 26 
Sep.  2 
Break 9/3 ð 9/6 

Fall 
Sep. 7, 14, 21, 28 
Oct. 5, 12, 19 
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 23 
Dec. 7 
Break (Christmas Break 12/10 ð 01/9 2011) 

Fall 
Sep. 9, 16, 23, 30 
Oct. 7, 14, 21 
Nov. 4, 11, 18, 25 
Dec. 9 
(Christmas Break 12/10 ð 01/9 2011) 

 
Grading Scale 

 
 
 

Grade Undergrad  Graduate  

A+ 
A 
A- 

100 
99-96 
95-92 

100 
99-97 
96-94 

B+ 
B 
B- 

91-89 
88-86 
85-83 

93-91 
90-89 
88-86 

C+ 
C 
C- 

82-80 
79-77 
76-74 

85-83 
82-78 
77-75 

D+ 
D 
D- 

73-71 
70-68 
67-65 

74-72 
71-69 
68-66 

F 64 - 0 65-0 

 
 


